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In the light of God’s call, and our situation here, our vision is:

To glorify and worship God and to further his kingdom on earth; To declare 

and show the love of Christ for all people to the people of Sandon; To teach, 

encourage and help people to be disciples of Christ; To proclaim Christ’s 

Gospel to the people of Sandon and the wider world;

To encourage commitment and personal growth in Christian discipleship 

and spirituality; To channel God’s love through service and care for all.

SERVICES :  Please see the Parish Diary on Page 4 for this month’s 

  services.
REGULAR ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

Tuesday 10.30am - Noon  Coffee & Chat.

  3.45pm - 5.15pm     SALT for children (4 - 7 yrs)

     and their families (in term time)

  6.30pm - 9.15pm Youth Fellowship (Village Hall).

  7.45pm   Bell ringers. 

Wednesday 2.00pm - 3.30pm Tiny Tots

Friday  7.30pm - 8:30pm Choir Practice. 

WHO'S WHO

Priest-In-Charge:  Revd. C. Ashley  Tel: 01245 243863

Churchwardens:  Mrs. C. J. Mennie  Tel: 01245 281305

   Mr. M. Puffett   Tel: 01245 222066

Hon. Treasurer:     Mr. I. A. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756

Hon. Secretary:     Mr. D. M. Farrar  Tel: 01245 471484

Electoral Roll Officer: Mrs. P. Eden   Tel: 01245 223415

Bell Ringers:          Mr. N. Tovey   Tel: 01245 472692

Choirmaster:  Mr. J. Gilder   Tel: 01245 471731

Organist:   Mr. R. Woods    Tel: 01245 268304

Flowers:                    Mrs. B. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756

Tiny Tots:                  Mrs. A. Read   Tel: 01245 474858

Magazine Editor: Mr. N. Bobeldijk  Tel: 01245 471756

   (email: nick@bobeldijk.co.uk)

Advertising:  Please contact the editor.

Members of P.C.C.: Brian Amey, Nick Bobeldijk, Richard Cecil,  

   Judy Cecil, David Farrar, James Gilder,

   Christine Mennie, Michael Puffett, Alison Read,

   Dennis Terry, Jack Whinney, Ian Underwood.

Arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals and visiting of the sick

may be made with Revd. Clive Ashley, or with the Churchwardens.

ORGANISATIONS & ACTIVITIES IN SANDON & HOWE GREEN

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HOWE GREEN

Minister: Revd J. Sermon (01245 601662). 

Sunday Service: 11.00am Morning Service (Communion 2nd Sunday). 

SANDON PARISH COUNCIL

Meetings are usually on the 2nd Monday of the month and are held alternately in 

Sandon Village Hall and at Howe Green.

Chair: Mr I. Wright

Parish Clerk: Mrs S. Dobson. (01245 227734)

Parish Office: Crack Willows, Mayes Lane,

Sandon, Essex CM2 7RP

SANDON VILLAGE HALL

Chair: Mr P. J. Ellis (01245 222682)

Secretary: Mrs J. Cecil (01245 224747)

Caretaker/Bookings: Mr S. Turner (01245 471575)

Hall Telephone (message facility) (01245 471970)

Treasurer: Mr N. Bobeldijk (01245 471756)

Beaver Cub Leader: Mrs J. Bernardes (01245 476830)

Brownie Guider: Mrs S. Little (01621 840525)

Cub Scout Leader: Mrs J. Blake (01245 603155)

Garden & Allotment Assn.: Mrs E Tappin (01245 476951)

Girl Guides: Ms. J. Ronaldson (07939 047987)

Over Sixties: Mrs S. Whinney (01245-222239)

Sandon W.I.: Mrs A. Harvey (01245 474294)

Group Scout Leader: Mr N. Paul (01245 474891)

Sports Club: Mr G. Lucas  (Secretary) (01245 283730) 

Youth Fellowship: Mr P. J. Ellis (01245 222682) 

OTHER ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

Wednesdays 6.00pm 1st Sandon Brownies in the Village Hall

Last Wednesday 2.00 - 4.15pm Over Sixties Club.

Thursdays 5.00 - 6.15pm Beaver Cubs in the Village Hall.

6.15 - 7.45pm 1st Sandon Cub Scouts in Village Hall.

8.00 - 9.30pm Sandon Scouts in the Village Hall

2nd Thursday 2.00pm Women's Institute in the Village Hall. 

Please inform the editor of any alterations.

The editor is pleased to accept notices, reports and articles from any Village organisation,

whether or not connected with the Church. Inclusion of any such items is at the Editor’s sole

discretion. Verbal requests for insertions cannot be accepted.

Editor: Nick Bobeldijk 34 Gilmore Way, Great Baddow, CM2 7AW.

Email: nickbob@easynet.co.uk Tel: 01245 471756



From The Rectory From The Rectory From The Rectory From The Rectory Sunday, 9 January 2011.
Dear friends
This month holds some significance for me as on 24th it will be one year 
since I was Licensed as Priest-in-Charge of these two parishes by The 
Rt. Revd. Dr Laurie Green, Bishop of Bradwell.  
The last twelve months really have flown by with a lot of hard work put 
in by both congregations, PCC’s and the Churchwardens especially.  
Now seems the right time to reflect on the past year and hopefully learn 
from the events of 2010, which is what I intend to do with each 
Churchwarden before the month is out.  For your sakes and before this 
begins to sound like another ‘Annual Report’ may I say now, it’s been a 
challenge for all concerned!  
If you were to review your past year maybe there would have been 
different choices made and things you would have done differently.  We 
make particular choices for reasons not always clear to ourselves and 
it’s worth reflecting upon some of the more significant choices we’ve 
made.  We say things and do things daily which effect ourselves and 
others, choices which do not always turn out as we had planned, 
expected or hoped.  To remember the past year and to reflect upon it 
could be interesting from a nostalgic point of view but amount to little 
more than that.  But if we as ordinary people were to involve God in a 
fairly commonplace process, learning and personal growth at a much 
deeper and more profound level can result.  Prayer can become a really 
integral part of everyday life when we discover that it has a valuable 
place outside the cathedral, church and churchyard.  Prayer in itself 
does not change anything!  We do not change anything by engaging in 
the habit of saying a ritual of prayers.  It is the God to whom we pray 
who changes things.  
At a superficial level, our prayers do not always appear to be effective.  
It could be that these prayers which we bring to God are indeed 
answered but in ways we had not expected or hoped for.  God’s activity 
in the world, His ‘answers’ to our prayers, effect not only us in isolation 
but a whole world outside ‘me’ and my needs.  God’s activity in the 
world effect a whole multitude of others we cannot see whose lives are 
changed by our choices and by God’s answers in a widescreen 4D 
picture of life beyond our 10” black and white TV small screen view of 
life.  Prayer is the way God comes alongside us and we come 
alongside Him.  The miracle is that together with God through prayer 
we change and our view of the world and our neighbour changes.
God is with you.
Clive



VALENTINE’S 

QUIZ NIGHT.

SATURDAY 12th 

FEBRUARY 2011

7.30.P.M.

SANDON VILLAGE HALL

TICKETS: £8 INCL. FISH AND CHIPS

OR CHICKEN AND CHIPS

B.Y.O. DRINKS

TABLES OF 6.

TICKETS FROM:

CHRISTINE MENNIE 281305

DAVID FARRAR 471484

JACK WHINNEY 222239

NEW QUIZMASTER!!

PROCEEDS TO CHURCH FABRIC FUNDS

Wednesday 2nd 

09.15 Holy Communion and 

 Prayers for Healing [S]

Thursday 3rd    

10.00 Holy Communion and 

 Prayers for Healing [LB]

Sunday 6th  

5th Sunday before Lent

08.00 Holy Communion  [LB]  

10.00 Parish Eucharist  [S]

10.00 Jubilate Eucharist and 

 Baptism  [LB]

18.30 Evening Prayer [S]

Monday 7th

09.00 Morning Prayer [LB]

Wednesday 9th 

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Thursday 10th   

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 13th  

4th Sunday after Trinity

10.00 Morning Worship [S]

10.00 Parish Eucharist [LB]

18.30 United Evening Worship 

 [St Mary’s, LB]

18.30 Celtic Evening Eucharist 

 [S]

Monday 14th  

09.00 Morning Prayer [LB]

Wednesday 16th   

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Thursday 17th 

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 20th 

3rd Sunday before Lent 

10.00 Parish Eucharist [S]

10.00 Family Worship [LB]

18.30 Kenyan Evening Eucharist 

 [LB]

Monday 21st 

09.00 Morning Prayer [LB]

Wednesday 23rd 

09.15 Holy Communion  [S]

Thursday 24th 

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 27th  

2nd Sunday before Lent 

08.00 Holy Communion [S]

10.00 Morning Worship [S]

10.00  Parish Eucharist [LB]

12.00 Baptism [LB]

18.30 Evensong [LB]

Monday 28th 

09.00 Morning Prayer [LB]

Tuesday 1st March

St David’s Day

19.00 St David’s Day Service

Wednesday 2nd March

09.15 Holy Communion and 

 Prayers for Healing [S]

Thursday 3rd    

10.00 Holy Communion and 

 Prayers for Healing [LB]

[S] Sandon Services

[LB] Little Baddow Services

FEBRUARY 2011 CHURCH SERVICES

at St. Andrew’s, Sandon

and St. Mary’s, Little Baddow



Notes from the Inventory;  The Vestments

The cassock, alb and surplice worn by priests are generally their own  

but at St Andrew’s we have a good collection of other robes.

For the Eucharist the priest will normally wear a cassock, then a white 

alb tied with a rope cincture.   The amice is a cloth worn around the 

neck and covers the collar.

The ornate chasuble,  coloured differently for different church seasons, 

represents the garment put over Christ before he was crucified.   We 

have green,  purple, red and white/gold.   We also have  altar  frontals, 

pulpit falls and collection bags in these colours, used in coordination 

with the chasubles.

For non-sacramental services the priest will normally wear a black 

preaching scarf.  For sacramental services such as the Eucharist, 

Weddings, Baptisms etc he/she will wear a  coloured stole.  This is a 

symbol of ordination and is thought to come from the silk scarf worn by 

orators in Biblical times.   We possess a set of these.   It is interesting to 

note that when robing a priest will normally either kiss the stole or say a 

vesting prayer.

Finally we have a white cope, an ankle-length ornate cloak.   It is 

seldom seen but may be used on special occasions.

Michael Puffett

Bad Weather Neighbours

Just a thought………..During the recent spell of bad weather it was 

impossible for some residents of Sandon to get out of their drives to 

shop etc. Should we have a repeat of this bad weather would it be 

possible for those with 4x4 vehicles to offer to help with  some basic 

shopping. Milk, bread etc.? I was fortunate to receive offers of help but I 

am sure there were others not so fortunate.

Marjorie Ferguson

Church Wardens Ramblings

By the time you read this Christmas and New Year will have come and 

gone. December has been a busy month for the church and started with 

a lovely Christingle service. It is always a joy to see the wonder on 

children’s faces when the church is in darkness except for the 

candlelight. A rather snowy Tuesday saw thirteen Tea and Chat 

members abscond to Seabrights Barn for our Christmas lunch followed 

by wine and coffee at my house. I eventually threw them out late 

afternoon.

Our carol service this year was a week earlier than usual, perhaps 

someone was looking down on us after all as the next week gave us 

heavy snow. Thank you James, Ron and the choir for giving us the 

chance to join you in our favourite carols.

Another fall of snow meant that the youth club carols round the village 

had to be limited to a few sung outside the church and then back to the 

village hall for some more and then refreshments of mince pies etc and 

hot chocolate. Thank you Peter for making us so welcome.

Thursday evening before Christmas was a new adventure for us Beer 

and Carols in the Crown organised by Clive. This was very successful, 

with Ron on the keyboard and Clive at the helm we even had requests 

from the locals. I especially liked the mince pies and a glass of port 

served by the Landlord who made us very welcome. We had our usual 

full church for the Crib service, and it is nice to know that so many 

children still enjoy the nativity and the full meaning of Christmas 

Thank you again Peter.

The magic of the Birth of Christ comes into its own at Midnight Mass. 

It is always a pleasure to welcome everyone to our church especially 

those who have not been before. It was the same Christmas morning 

when half of our congregation were visitors, who I hope felt very 

welcome.

This year has seen some changes in the services, but I hope that there 

has been something for everyone. On behalf of my fellow Church 

Warden and Father Clive, I would like to thank everyone for their 

ongoing support and loyalty. It makes it so much easier when we all 

work together.

Happy New Year to you all and I hope that one of your resolutions is to 

join us more often because we love to see you. Christine Mennie



January meeting of Sandon W.I.

Eileen Bartrup, President, welcomed members and Anne O’Riordan, the 

speaker, and thanked Norma Monck for the table flowers which were sent to 

Marion Middleton who is ill. Jerusalem was then sung. It was agreed that the 

December party organised by Pat Eden had been great fun. Eileen then asked 

if members could help the Committee by doing some of the extra jobs and 

there is a clip board going round for suggestions for the 2012 speakers.

Future events include the Mildmay group meeting on 23rd March, the County 

Annual meeting on 11th March, a Lazybones Spring Car Boot sale on April 

16th and the National AGM in Liverpool on 8th June.

Angela Harvey, the Secretary reminded us that the Resolutions form should be 

returned at the meeting and drew our attention to the decorated Christmas 

trees at Hyde Hall for Christmas 2011.The Treasurer reminded us that 

subscriptions are now due, and then presented the budget for 2011. The Keep 

Fit club restarts on Monday January 17th and the craft and chat will be held on 

January 20th. There were also letters of thanks from the Js hospice for our 

donation at Christmas and ACWW for a donation  from the Flower of the 

Month collection

Eileen then introduced Anne O’Riordan talking about her canvas creations. 

Anne explained how she had graduated from doing tapestry kits where all the 

thinking was done for her to experimenting with stitches to taking 

photographs, enlarging them and drawing them onto canvas and working them 

to her own designs, and she showed some lovely examples of her work and 

told us the stories behind them.  Members were invited to come and look at 

them during the tea break. She was thanked by Anne Nickol.

After tea, the raffle was drawn and the flower of the month was won by Celia 

Kerslake. The next meeting will be on February 10th when Mr Robert Smith 

will talk on Secret Essex.     Anne Nickol

FUN DAY MEETING

There will be a meeting on Monday 7th February at 10am at 34 

Gilmore Way, Great Baddow for anyone interested in helping at the 

next Fun Day which will be held on Thursday 14th April.  Anyone 

wishing to attend can contact me on 01245 471756 or speak to me after 

church.                Liz Bobeldijk



Doreen Freeman

Doreen was born on the 7th April 1927, the eldest of four children. Her 
early years were spent helping to look after and guide her younger 
brother and sisters, which she continued do all her life. Leaving school 
at 14 she started work as a comptometer operator at Hoffman’s. In 
1948 she met the love of her life, Albert.They were married in June 
1951 and set up home in Sandon. Marilyn was born about a year later 
and in due course Sue, Jeannette, Pauline and Kate.

Doreen’s life revolved around and was devoted to her family and 
friends. Doreen and Albert worked hard and had quite a few side-lines 
- pea picking, potato gathering, chickens, goats, rabbits, sheep, pigs 
and plants. Their garden gave her a great deal of pleasure and led to 
flower arranging and she often helped with the flowers at St Andrew’s. 
The church became a big part of her life, she had tremendous faith and 
regularly attended the 8.00am Communion and the Tuesday morning 
Tea and Chat. She ensured that the members of the family were 
requisitioned into church organisations – choir, bellringing, (Doreen 
had a great love of music in all its forms) Sunday School and the like. 

Her help and encouragement and her great sense of humour will be 
sadly missed, but we all hold treasured memories.                                          
-The Freeman Family (Edited by Ian Underwood).

Gordon Peter Law (Priest)

Father Gordon was born in and, apart from twice being evacuated 
during the war years, brought up in Chingford, Essex. Although he 
initially worked for Barclays Bank, he received a calling to a vocation in 
the ministry and eventually attended theological studies in Chichester.
Having first been curate and then Parish Priest at a number of 
churches in the Chelmsford diocese, mainly in East London, he 
became the incumbant at the church of St. John the Divine in Romford, 
where he remained until his retirement in 1997.
He moved to Molram’s Lane in ‘Sandon O’re the Border’ just when our 
church was going into interregnum due to the unfortunate early 
retirement of Fr. Tony Matty and he was able to officiate at many 
Parish Eucharists during this period. Later, he faithfully presided at the 
Thursday evening weekly Mass. He was a faithful, reverent and 
catholic priest and he will be greatly missed. R. I. P.  (Ed.)



 

Parish People:

David M. Farrar

Church Secretary

    
My mother objected to some people 

calling me ‘Dave’ as ‘I was Christened 

David!’, she said!! 

Now that I am somewhat older I do 

prefer that title! 

 I arrived in Sandon in about 1976 having spent the previous 10 years 

living 0.7 miles away in Great Baddow. We moved here to accommodate an 

expanding family and of course to meet nicer people! As a child my ambitions 

were limited to playing cricket or some other sport for England- so they 

certainly don’t remotely resemble what happened and what I do now!!

It is not possible for me to think of one life lesson that I have learnt as there 

are so many which do come to mind. These include the need to keep in touch 

with old friends, try never to do things which irretrievably cut you off from 

neighbours and friends and always find time for other people –if you possibly 

can. 

 My mother took me and my two younger brothers to the local St. 

Andrews Church, in Ilford at an early age and we were enlisted in the choir, 

the Cub Group and everything else. As such therefore most of my early social 

life was based in the church and with family help we were absorbed into 

Christianity—that’s what you did in those days!

 I passed my 11 plus exam and got into Ilford County High School for 

Boys- the same one as Keith Plaister, our retired ‘ex-cleric’. (I was, however,  

a prefect and as he continually reminds me one of  my ‘jobs’ was ensuring that 

lost property was ‘looked after’ and returned to errant boys. We were allowed 

to charge a small sum for this so the prefects had a few extra benefits!!) 

 I like  St. Andrew’s Church here because over many years (35) 

it has been a source of inspiration to me especially when  things were 

tough at work and they often could be since I travelled the World as a 

Marketing Manager in quest of orders for the  Electronic Devices that 

we  manufactured in Chelmsford at EEV (now E2V). Three weeks at a 

time away from my young family was difficult so when I came back at 

least there was certainty at St. Andrews as well as the family

Salt Update

We’ve all seen it on Blue Peter but can we actually do it 

ourselves.. can we really create a beautiful nativity scene out 

of assorted unused items around the house? This was the 

challenge set to the SALT team before Xmas and here is the 

result.  We were quite impressed ourselves to say the least!

Yes, with a cardboard box, a few skittles, a pair of old 

stockings, some beautiful coloured fabrics and a variety of 

other ‘bits & bobs’ we created a delightful crib scene worthy 

of an accolade.. in the books of those who created it. After an 

fascinating term exploring the some of the passages in Isaiah, 

led as always by our wonderful guide Jean Elliot and ably 

assisted by our dedicated team of Salt workers, we were able 

to finish term with a variety of activities celebrating the birth 

of our Lord, Jesus. 

We have already planned a full programme for the ‘spring’ 

term and by the time this goes to press we will hopefully be 

in full swing. Wish us luck, remember us in your prayers, 

spread the word and do pop along and visit if you’re in the 

neighbourhood.     Alison Read



 I do look forward to many things that include – more grandchildren, 

improving my golf handicap, investigating in depth the Family Tree (I am an 

Ancestry UK subscriber), visiting a few more countries again especially New 

Zealand, and ultimately still doing the annual bike ride in ten years time!!

 I was very lucky to have met Christine, my superior and supporting 

half, some little time ago at the Chelmsford 18+ club and we are fortunate to 

have made many life-time friends at that time. They are also all alive still!! 

Christine and I have been married for 42 years and still go on holidays together 

–which I think is a definite ‘benchmark’! 

 Finally, looking through my list of ‘guiding questions’- if I should be 

lucky enough to win the lottery I would wish to give a significant  donation to 

Little Havens Children’s Hospice.

  

David Farrar

(WHEW! We didn’t ask you for your life story David! - Oh, hang on a minute, 

actually we did! Thanks very much David. Ed.)

St Andrew’s Church – Forthcoming Events

Several events have been planned for the next few months.   Please 

make a note of these in your diary.

1) Valentine Quiz & Supper.  12th February in the Village Hall.

2) Jumble Sale.  19th March in the Village Hall.   Please start collecting 

jumble NOW.   If you have a storage problem let us know.

3) Big Curry Party.  9th April  in the Village Hall. (Proceeds to USPG/

Pakistan)

4) Summer Evening Concert.  9th July in Church.

5) Barbeque/Summer Cafe in churchyard.  Sunday 28th August.

Further details of all these events will follow.

The Village Fete is provisionally fixed for Sunday 26th June.

Churchwardens

Travelling 26,000 miles around the globe every few months was exciting but 

very wearing on the body!! Typically having to go to Las Vegas every year in 

April to attend the Annual TV Broadcasting Convention and Exhibition was 

mind- bending for 5 days. Also there are/were over 1,000 TV stations in  

USA/Canada and I probably visited most of them. My job entailed telling my 

American colleagues about our new products and how they were better than 

the competition’s.! All problems, and there were plenty, were addressed to the 

English ‘guy’ with the ‘funny accent! En route I usually went via Mexico City 

to visit the Broadcasters there and give a talk to over 200 engineers. This was 

stressful but another unique opportunity to promote our products and I had to 

go through this same routine in many countries. The European TV equivalent 

took place in Montreux, Switzerland- culturally a little more sophisticated 

than Las Vegas!  My most difficult occasion was when I went to the 

headquarters of Japanese Television, N.H.K. in Tokyo, was shown into a large 

room with a huge circular table, introduced as Dr. Farrar and I was asked  to 

tell the assembled experts what was new in development in British Television 

Technology!! I had only just been shown the first flat screen TV (12inches 

only) ever invented in the World at their HQ and of course we had nothing 

equivalent then –or now! We did however make a night vision low light 

sensing device(Image isocon),  which enabled US. Navy military jets to land 

safely on their 14 aircraft carriers in pitch blackness but it did not relate to 

mainline TV! So another  job was to visit the U.S Navy at San Diego, Calif. to 

sell them more image isocons- in the end the spares were £20,000 each 

because they were a trifle difficult to make!

 I was involved in the marketing decision, some 20 years ago to make 

Charge Coupled.Device solid  state sensors here in Chelmsford and the unit is 

now very successful after a difficult start. These large area sensors, made just 

some three miles away, in Chelmsford, are the first choice in most scientific 

space flights to get pictures of new galaxies(Hubble Space Telescope) and are 

taking us back to seeing what the Universe was like at the time of the ‘ Big 

Bang’. I believe they cost usually over one million pounds each!

 Considering the places I visited that included Colombia, Cuba , 

Algeria, Saudi, Zimbabwe, (USA/Canada about 100 times) and many others   

it was a miracle sometimes that I actually got home!    I do however 

believe in miracles which may seem strange as I am by qualification a 

physicist. Only Second Class Honours though!! Now if you want to see what a 

somewhat cleverer physicist thinks about such subjects please  do read Rev. 

Dr John Polkinghorne’s (KBE FRS)  books on the subject. One that springs to 

mind is ‘Quantum Mechanics- Scientific perspective on divine action.’ I don’t 

think that Richard Dawkins the well known atheist has a scientific refutation 

on this scale!



 I did start out my early life as somewhat shy especially of girls! This 

was not surprising as I only had brothers and all my friends were boys at the 

grammar school.  However I determined that this needed to change and 

especially at Brighton College of Technology doing my ‘Sandwich Course’ 

over a 4 year period,  I managed to overcome this deficit. Now, surrounded by 

daughters and granddaughters the pendulum has swung 180 degrees! As such 

therefore I guess that I must now be outgoing!! 

 My big hopes for the future are of course my grandchildren and if it 

were possible a return to the good old days where people were respected for 

themselves and not what they might have in the form of possessions. 

 My  most special life experiences include  the times I played cricket 

for London and Essex with a few well known lads called Bobby Moore and 

Geoff Hurst. I did score more runs than they did at the Oval versus Surrey so I 

can hold my head up high! However I did not know at the time that they also 

played a half reasonable game of football! (West Ham 4 Germany 2 –

remember that one in the 1966 World Cup Final!)

 I am ashamed to say that my ‘best film’ was The Ghost Train which I 

saw in black and white in my youth. Very amusing! 

 Shifting gears somewhat, my favourite parts of the Bible are the 

Beatitudes. I am also inspired by most of the longer speeches in Shakespeare’s 

plays- especially Hamlet and Macbeth.

 The qualities that I value most in other people are generosity of spirit 

and time. People who give you and others the benefit of the doubt and as much 

of their time as is possible. I do respect them hugely. No names mentioned!!

 Conversely, the kind of behaviour that I get upset about includes 

loutish and selfish behaviour –especially on the roads. Again the element of 

politeness seems to have gone out of the window in many places. Maybe we 

should include in the Highway Code and life  some  ‘golf etiquette’!! Now  I 

do play the occasional game of golf and I have to say that all of the juniors that 

have been through the ‘system’ at golf are amazingly polite on the course! This 

really shows that ‘politeness training’ can work!! Even some of the adults 

show improvements!! What about including some kind of etiquette training at 

school!?

 The ‘Masters’, one of the four Major Golf Competitions in the World  

held at Augusta, USA  published a few pages on etiquette  in 1987 to the 

competitors and I recently found them again.

Quote ‘There are three major areas that require your attention:

 * Please be courteous to others with whom you share the course (the World?)

* Please preserve the course and its environment…. By repairing damage to 

the course immediately it is incurred during play and keeping noise levels well 

under control. (The World’s environment?)

* Please endeavour to keep play moving smoothly at all times.’ Unquote. 

 Within the above paper on etiquette there is a little sketch showing a 

mature male golfer standing drinking at the 19th hole ( the bar) with a vicar….. 

and he says ‘Don’t know if you would agree Vicar ………..but my wife 

insists there is life after golf.’

 Moving on swiftly as they say……. 

 I am mainly a ‘night ‘ person and find it difficult getting up early. 

This  is still  a major hardship especially when having to catch a plane at 6 

o’clock in the morning!

 My season-of-the-year is of course ‘summer’. I love to go to the 

Swimming Pools locally at Pontlands Park and ‘zip’? up and down in the sun. 

I am a ‘sun’ worshipper and hope that I have not overdone the exposure over 

the years!! I could have been a member of a Naturist Club but my other half 

would not have appreciated it!

 Passing on quickly --- and back to seriousness!!

I have felt God’s presence strongly during the Vigil on Maundy Thursdays. 

This is the time when you are on your own for say half an hour near midnight 

in St.Andrews and it is absolutely silent and the illumination is solely 

candlelight.

 I have no favourite hymn but like many that are appropriate to the 

day. e.g. ‘Silent Night’ at Christmas, ‘Abide with Me’ at big crowd events, 

‘Plough the Fields and Scatter’ at Harvest Time, ‘Love divine’ at Weddings 

and Funerals etc.

 I think that Religion does have a bigger part to play in politics. The 

country is in a malaise due in  part to lack of moralistic teaching and 

leadership from our government, leaders, and parents. It is disappointing that 

the only noticeable strong comments seem to have been delivered recently by 

the Pope during his visit here!! Parental guidance/control has been 

undermined and as anyone would easily conclude this has resulted in a broken 

society. Q.E.D. I fear that the role models projected mainly by the Media are 

too skin deep and ephemeral. Unfortunately TV, which I helped in many ways 

to promote throughout the World is the guiding light in most lives and has 

replaced our Christian role model of Jesus with so many alternatives!

Unfortunately our Archbishop has been too quite on the subject and we do 

need stronger leadership. 

 I will now get off my soap box and continue!! 

I used to have many friends of other faiths especially during my working days 

but less so now since retiring 11 years ago. I have plenty of friends who are 

atheistic, agnostic or ex Church which is disappointing, but that is the way the 

world has gone!


